BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Pete Staznowski-Mallee Mechanics
0428 907 576
Repairs, Tyres, Mobile Service, Windscreens
T Ismay & Co Thrifty Link Hardware
46 Railway Street, 5395 1094
Monday-Friday and Saturday mornings
Including Auto Gas
Rainbow Community Pharmacy
6 Federal Street, 5395 1023
Monday-Friday and Saturday mornings
Rainbow Mallee Books & Collectables
10 Federal Street, 5395 1008
7 Days a week

Beauty Bliss & Shazigue Boutique
Federal Street, 5395 1777

Post Office
5395 1395
Monday-Friday

Rainbow Craft Shop
Federal Street
If unattended, key is at the café
Rainbow Rural Butchers
Federal Street, 5395 1057
Monday-Friday and Saturday mornings
IGA Supermarket
Federal Street
Monday-Friday and Saturday mornings

Outlet Creek Kids Clothes
25 Federal Street
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday or ring 5395 1194
Hindmarsh Shire Council Office
Federal Street, 5391 4451
Wednesday morning
Friday all day
Wimmera Mallee Waste & Buses
3 Federal Street, 5395 1377

National Australia Bank
5395 1041

Rainbow Motor Lodge “Pot Of Gold”
68-70 Taverner Street, 5395 1060

Eureka Hotel
42 Federal Street, 5395 1001
7 Days a week

Yurunga Homestead
Opening Hours Sundays 2-4pm
Afternoon tea usually available 1st Sunday of
each month. Please rung to confirm.
Helen Fisher 5395 1044
Jenny Solly 5395 1233
Graham Nuske
0429 151 662
Tours can be arranged at other times. Groups
welcome, please phone above contact numbers.

Commonwealth Bank
Federal Street
Monday-Friday 10.30-2.30pm
Royal Hotel
54 Federal Street, 5395 1477

King Street Rotunda
Project was created by the community.
Undercover seating plus picnic tables with a
paved area. Wheelchair and gofer friendly.
Ample parking for cars and small buses at the
rear. Pleasant garden area.
Doll Display
Federal Street
By appointment- call 5395 1008 or
Lyn on 5395 1737
Wonderful collection donated for all to enjoy by
a local resident. Hidden away but is well worth a
look.
Children’s Playground
At the recreation reserve. Wonderful new
shaded play equipment to suit toddlers to older
children with picnic tables.

RAINBOW FACILITIES
Ambulance

$

Banks

Barbecue

Bicycle Tracks

Boat Ramp

Caravan Park

Dump Point

Church

Disabled Facilities

Golf Course

Hospital

Information Centre

Parking

Petrol

Pharmacy

Picnic Tables

Playground

Police

Post Office

Swimming

Toilets

The Vogue Hairdressing
51 Federal Street, 5395 1381

Rainbow Newsagency & General Store
43 Federal Street, 5395 1020
Monday-Friday & Saturday mornings

Rainbow Café
12 Federal Street, 5395 1002
7 Days a week

Accommodation

Schilling Service Station
Taverner Street
Monday-Thursday 7.30-7
Friday 7.30-8.30
Saturday 8.30-1 & 5-8.30
Sunday 8.30-3
Petrol-Diesel-BBQ gas-Hot food etc. No auto gas,
available at Hardware store

Walking Tracks

ARTS AND CULTURE
Rainbow is the perfect destination for all artists.
Whether you're into painting, drawing,
photography or craft, there is plenty of muse in
the surrounding area.
Mallee Magic
38 Federal Street, 5395 1297
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday morning
Rainbow Players: The Rainbow Players have
been entertaining Rainbow and district for 30
years, since its inception in 1982. The first
production was Agatha Christie’s “The Hollow”
and the group have performed over 30 plays
since. The Players aim to produce one play each
year, from murder/mysteries and comedies to
the much loved melodramas.
Rainbow Art Group: Meeting each month at the
Neighbourhood House, formerly the Old Court
House, and the group maintains the district’s
extensive outdoor mural collection, and takes an
active interest in promoting the arts in the area.

Water Skiing

Rainbow Art Gallery

NATURE

Mallee country. Morning and evening are the
best times for wildlife viewing.

Tucked between Lake Albcutya, Lake Hindmarsh
and Wyperfeld National Park, Rainbow is every
nature enthusiasts dream.

With over 200 bird species and around 520
species of native plants, Wyperfeld National
Park is a must see attraction.

Four Wheel Driving in the area is particularly
popular amongst locals and visitors alike. Don't
forget to take a drive along the Netting Fence to
Hermans Hill and around Lake Hindmarsh and
Lake Albacutya. There are many tracks and lots
of flora and fauna to discover.

Wyperfeld National Park: Established in 1909
and declared a National Park in 1921, Wyperfeld
National Park is one of Victoria’s largest
National Parks and is well known for its array of
native flora and fauna including kangaroos,
emus, birds, spinifex, mallee scrub, heath and
native pine, river red gum and black box trees.

With our big skies, big lakes and big deserts,
there are hidden gems of natural beauty around
every corner.

Although there is a series of lakes within
Wyperfeld National Park, they rarely contain
water as they only fill if the Wimmera River,
Lake Hindmarsh and subsequently Lake
Albacutya flood.

The central feature of this huge park is a chain
of lake beds connected by Outlet Creek, the
northern extension of the Wimmera River. The
lakes only fill when the Wimmera River
over-supplies Lake Hindmarsh to the south of
Lake Albacutya. When it rains the semi-arid
landscape is transformed by tiny desert plants
that sprout from long-dormant seeds, carpeting
the ground with clusters of flowers.

Sit back and relax in the central strip of
parkland in the middle of the main street. Visit
the spectacular murals that have been
hand-painted by the citizens of Rainbow.
The Big Desert Wilderness Park: the Big Desert
is home to a wide variety of birds, reptiles and
mammals. It provides a challenge for the
experienced hiker, offering a rare opportunity to
experience a landscape largely unaffected by
human activity.

Eastern Lookout: The Eastern Lookout Nature
Tour begins at the eastern side of the Wonga
Campground. This is an easy loop drive,
suitable for 2WD vehicles and travel along 15km
of gravel road. Pass through usually dry
lakebeds, flood plains, sand dunes and peaceful

ACTIVITIES
Rainbow Golf Club: Rainbow Golf Club is open
from April to September and visitors are always
welcome. Bookings are not necessary and green
fees are under $10. A practice fairway and
putting scrapes are available. The warm and
spacious club house has a modern kitchen and
licensed bar
Rainbow Tennis Club: Rainbow tennis club has
four relatively new plexipave courts situated at
the Rainbow recreation reserve. During the
tennis season, October-March, they host several
competitions, including: men’s and ladies’ night
tennis, junior tennis and coaching and Saturday
senior tennis where they enter a team in the
Dimboola & District Association competition.
New players and committee members are
always welcome.
Rainbow Lending Library and Doll Exhibit: Local
subscriber lending library containing fiction and
reference books. Also available are specialty
craft and cooking books, and a range of children
and young adult books. Adjacent to the library
at 9 Federal Street there is a permanent doll
exhibition. Donations are always welcome.
Bowls
Go for a roll at the Rainbow Bowls Club where
social rolls are held on Saturdays.

Rainbow Swimming Pool: Located on Park
Street, the Rainbow swimming pool is the
perfect place to cool off during the hot summer
months. The 25m pool and separate baby pool
are both solar heated, and a qualified lifeguard
is always on duty.
November-March
4pm-7pm School terms
2pm-7pm Weekends and school holidays
Explore The Past!
Rainbow’s Heritage Treasure Trove
Contacts
5395 1382
5395 1416
5395 1107
5395 1737
5395 1217
Just one number for this???
Our living past on show! Displays, memorabilia,
family records, films, maps
Rainbow Mallee Books
10 Federal Street Rainbow, 5395 1008
readersdelight@bigpond.com
No visit to Rainbow would be complete without
at least browsing in this amazing shop of
assorted opportunities. The enormous range of
second hand books caters to wide tastes of
patrons. Rainbow Mallee Books stocks
everything for antique publications, to modern
fiction and reference material. A selection of
local history is also available for Rainbow, Pella,
Kenmare and surrounding areas. The name of
this establishment ‘hides’ another surprise. If
you are interested in china, ceramics, glass and
all manner of collectables, you will need to allow
plenty of time to search for these other hidden
treasures. The range and variety is amazing and
well worth the extra time for that extra look.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

RURAL COMMUNITIES

26th January: Australia Day breakfast at the
Lions Den on Taverner Street

There are over 70 active community groups and
clubs in Rainbow, covering a wide range of
interests and community services, and new
members are always welcome.

February: Rainbow fire brigade Pancake Day on
Shrove Tuesday
April: Lions Biggest BBQ
August: Lutheran Ladies Casserole Lunch
September: Rainbow Players Production

Rainbow Line Dancing Group: Line dancing is
held at St Stephen’s Lutheran hall (Albert
Street) on Tuesday evenings during the school
term from 7.30- 9.30. Beginners and new
members welcome

October: Rainbow Show, one of the best in the
area, and a highlight of the local region’s
calendar. The show consists of many attractions
and has a wide range of fun activities for all
ages.
December: Lutheran Christmas Tree Festival
Rainbow has more than 30 community and
sporting club which means there are far more
event’s than what is listed here. Many of them
are fund raisers, all are very well supported by
the locals, who would welcome any visitors
attending. More comprehensive details are
published in “The Argus”, Rainbows local
newspaper, weekly on Friday’s available at the
newsagency and cafe.

Pella Church
Yurunga Homestead: Yurunga Homestead is a
huge Edwardian style home made of brick and
limestone. Built in 1909 for Mr A.G. Cust, the
homestead now displays furniture, antiques and
historical displays and is regularly open to the
public.

WELCOME

Welcome to

Rainbow is a town with a big heart and a
relaxed lifestyle. The town proudly offers superb
educational, recreational, medical and aged
care facilities, while the unique wilderness areas
nearby are ideally suited to outdoor pursuits.

Rainbow

Dryland farming is the predominant industry in
the area, and a full range of businesses
contribute to the town’s employment and
economic stability.
Visitors are welcomed by the vibrant main
street and its unique gardens. And if you stay a
little longer you will soon discover how much
more Rainbow has to offer. Historic buildings are
found alongside state-of-the-art education and
healthcare facilities, and our shopping strip is
sure to surprise.

OFFICIAL VISITOR GUIDE

Rainbow is also the perfect base to explore the
beautiful Wyperfeld National Park as well as
nearby Lake Hindmarsh and Lake Albacutya.

explore the reqion

Yurunga Homestead

HISTORY
Rainbow is located approximately 400km North
West of Melbourne. Rainbow was settled after
the surveying and subdivision of the land area
in 1893 and establishment of the railway line in
1899. Rainbow derived its name from a local
natural feature known as ‘Rainbow Rise’
because of the colourful wildflowers that grew
on a crescent shaped ridge that was located
west of the current township.
The Wotjobaluk were the original inhabitants of
the local area and although the Mallee plains
were heavily wooded and predominantly sandy
soil German settlers from South Australia and
landholders in the Jeparit district soon made
their way to the district.

Rainbow Archive: The Rainbow Archive is
situated in the old Masonic Lodge Hall and
provides a fascinating look into the history of
Rainbow and district. Rainbow Archive and
Historical Society support the preservation,
conservation and public accessibility of local
historical documents, records and photographs
for display and research.
Rainbow Murals: The widely renowned Rainbow
Murals provide a colourful pictorial
acknowledgement and understanding of the life
and history of the early pioneers, town and
district. A brochure is available in town to guide
visitors around the many sites.
Kenmare State School
Kenmare State School number 3221 is situated
on the Beulah/Rainbow Road, 16kms east of
Rainbow. This one teacher school was built and
opened in September 1903 with 18 pupils
attending and continued to successfully educate
the local children until its closure in 1982. Now
this historic building and its surrounds are
managed by past and present members of the

Kenmare community.
visit please ring:
Stuart Christian
Ewan Christan
Floss & John Ampt

0428 954 206
5395 1287
5395 4233

St John’s Lutheran Church Pella
The construction of the church began near the
end of 1910. The limestone was grubbed and
broken out of a quarry only half a mile from the
building site.
Most of the labour used to build the church was
volunteer and the work was very hard. There
was no mechanical equipment, so manageable
stones had to be lifted manually into
horse-drawn drays and wagons and carted to
the building site.
The fuller pipe organ was built in 1885 and
purchased from the Howe Crescent
Congregational Church of South Melbourne.
The action of the pipe organ enables the
organist to have full control over the speed and
nature of the sound. In size it is 9”4” by 6’6’ and
is about 16 feet high. There are two keyboards
for the hands and a pedal board for the feet.
the main keyboard, the Great has 268 pipes and
five ranks of pipes. The second or Swell
keyboard has 200 pipes enclosed in a large box
which can be opened by means of shutters.
There are a total of 498 pipes and ten speaking
stops or ranks of pipes.

PARKS VICTORIA
Visitors should be aware of and prepare
themselves and their vehicles for all hazards in
Victoria’s parks.
Some parks may be closed due to weather
conditions. Check www.bom.gov.au before you
leave and throughout your trip. Register your
trip by completing the trip intentions form on
www.police.vic.gov.au and let someone know the
details of your trip.
Be sun smart; and always carry drinking water
with you.
If you are enjoying the many water spots around
Hindmarsh Shire, make sure you are safe and
have all relevant boat and fishing licences.
Please be aware there may be minimal or no
mobile phone range in some areas.
For more tips go to www.parkweb.vic.gov.au or
call 13 19 63

FIRE DANGER INFORMATION
Fire restrictions are applied across Victoria by
CFA, when fire danger is high. Typically this is
over the period of November through to April.
Nhill is within the 'Wimmera' Fire Ban District.
At the end of the fire season a number of
farmers will burn off stubble and smoke may be
evident in the area.
For information on Fire Danger and Total Fire
Bans go to www.cfa.vic.gov.au

Some of Rainbows Historical attractions include:
Pella Church - built in 1901 by local tradesmen
using locally mined sandstone, Pella Church and
the adjoining manse and primary school are a
reminder of the extent of German settlement in
the area. The church houses a magnificently
restored pipe organ and a visit to the church to
hear the local organists is a must. The manse
and primary school both house historical
displays of the local area.
?

If you would like to pay a

EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS
Police
Fire
Ambulance

000

Rainbow Hospital
?
Rainbow Police
?
Victorian SES
13 25 00
(State Emergency Services)
Rainbow Murals

Kenmare State School

www.sheltonprint.com.au

